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Definitions of ‘Praxis’

• practice: translating an idea into action; "a hard 
theory to put into practice"; "differences between 
theory and praxis of communism" 
wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn

• Praxis is the process by which a theory, lesson, 
or skill is enacted or practiced. It is a practical and 
applied knowledge to one's actions. It has 
meaning in political, educational, and spiritual 
realms. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praxis_(process)

http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn%3Fs%3Dpraxis&sa=X&ei=szBpTMnlE5CMvQOwjZH-Aw&ved=0CA0QpAMoAA&usg=AFQjCNELPVXuS12B7ze8eDrXHGRCq2DjNw
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praxis_(process)&sa=X&ei=szBpTMnlE5CMvQOwjZH-Aw&ved=0CBAQpAMoAw&usg=AFQjCNHLuHa3zN_j26GcVUk6jEfWdV05Kg


Definition of ‘Praxis’

• “…concerned with the competence, 
sensibility and sensitivity demanded in 
knowing what is right to do and good 
to be in a particular situation, given the 
situation’s unique circumstances, 
peculiarities, contingencies, and 
demands.”
(Schwandt 2005, pg 326). 



Question
1. It has been said that many 

practitioners - particularly ‘part-time’ 
evaluators - often do not rely on 
evaluative theory but are ‘intuitive’ 
or ‘accidental’ evaluators who rely 
on their pre-evaluation professional 
background and experience. 

Is this true & if so, is it an issue for 
the evaluation profession?



Question

2. Do we really need to have 
a strong grasp of 
evaluation-specific theory 
to effectively practice 
evaluation?



Question

3. What are the benefits of 
evaluation theories?



Question

4. If knowledge of theory is 
important, what are the 
impediments to gaining or 
utilising it and how might 
these be addressed? 



Question

5. Should we be concerned that 
most theory is judged to be 
pragmatic rather than 
empirically based? 
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Questions

1. Accidental evaluators: Is this true & if so, is it an 
issue for the evaluation profession?

2. Do we really need to have a strong grasp of 
evaluation-specific theory to effectively practice 
evaluation?

3. What are the benefits of evaluation theories?
4. If knowledge of theory is important, what are the 

impediments to gaining or utilising it and how 
might these be addressed? 

5. Should we be concerned that most theory is 
judged to be pragmatic rather than empirically 
based? 


	Praxis: Thoughts, ideas and challenges when evaluation theory meets practice
	Panellists Biographies
	Definitions of ‘Praxis’
	Definition of ‘Praxis’
	Question
	Question
	Question
	Question
	Question
	References
	Questions

